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4™ SUNDAY OF LENT
St. John of The Ladder (Climacus)

* 8:50am — Hours

* 9:00am - Divine Liturgy of St. Basil
Epistle:  Heb. 6:13-20
Eh. 5:9-19 (Saint)
Gospel:  Mk. 9:17-31
Mt. 4:25-5:12 (Saint)
* Fellowship - everyone is invited for
Coffee Hour following the Divine Liturgy

5@% /ﬂb[&ww@

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2
9:00am - Pre-Sanctified Liturgy

FRIDAY, APRIL 4
6:30pm - Akathist to the Virgin Mary

(continued on the next page) *
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: APRAYER JOURNAL Book Review

On April 2nd we read these words from Proverbs: "For the

. wise the path of life leads upward, in order to avoid Sheol -
. below" (15:24). They might be applied to the writer Flannery

. O'Connor, whose "path of life" was brief but led upward, as
. she tried always to come closer to God.

. Mary Flannery O'Connor was born in 1925 in Savannah,
- Georgia, and wrote about the South. She was a devout Roman
- Catholic, and her writing is infused with Christian faith, but not in

- an obviously didactic way. She wrote fiction, and created some of

. the most memorable and often bizarre characters in American
. literature.

Some people in her stories are obsessive, consumed by

. thoughts and questions about God. Others are charlatans,

mouthing religious platitudes to con gullible people and get
- something out of them. Still others receive life-changing :

revelations that come abruptly, jarringly.

. The reader is not always comfortable in the encounter with
: these stories. But they will lead any attentive person to reflect on
. what it means to live in a world filled with God's grace, coming in

. unexpected forms. As O'Connor wrote, "Grace changes us and

: change is painful.”
"A Prayer Journal" is the newly-published series of entries in a

. journal kept by Flannery O'Connor between January 1946 and -
. September 1947. She was twenty, and was attending writing -

. workshops in lowa City, lowa. Her temporary home was a simple
. dormitory room. She had her typewriter, paper and pencils and a
. hotplate; her refrigerator was the window sil.

The word "prayer" in the title is apt, because the journal is in
. part about learning to write, but is mostly a series of prayers.
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We pray for all our fellow parishioners, but
we pray especially for those who are incapable
of being with us in church. Among them are:

Michael, Mary and Max Bakaletz, Genevieve
Bobenko, Pauline Bodnar, Nancy Filak, Mary
Hadginske, Helen Kurnewitz, Margaret Lawler,
Kathleen Lazorczyk, Emil Mikulik, MaryAnn
Rabakozi, Anatoly & Anna Rozanovich, Nadia
Sojka, Eva Stashitsky, Ann Velebir.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

- Flannery O'Connor wanted to be "the best -
- artist it is possible for me to be, under God." -
- She asked God to help her to be an artist, and .
. to "please let it lead to You." As she was -
- keeping the journal she was also reading -
. Catholic spiritual writers such as Leon Bloy, a
. 19th-century poet and essayist who was
. recently quoted by Pope Francis.

- She struggled, as many writers do, with her
- ambition. She wrote, "I want very much to
- succeed in the world with what I do," and "I do
- not mean to be clever although | do mean fo ;
- be clever on 2nd thought and like to be clever
- & want to be considered so."

But at the same time she wanted to make

: God, rather than ambition, the center of her
+ life: "I do not know You God because | am in
: the way. Please help me to push myself
. aside." .

The prayers in this small book are inspiring,

. because O'Connor is serious about her faith
. but candid about her perceived shortcomings,
. and unwilling to settle for mediocrity. We see
. in the entries the growing artistry of someone
: who would become a celebrated writer, even
: though lupus ended her life at age 39.

Proverbs 16:3, also read on April 2, seems

: to sum up both her effort and her -
. achievement: "Commit your work to the Lord,
. and your plans will be established.”
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Schednll of Services

(continued from previous page)

SATURDAY, APRIL 5 - SATURDAY OF THE AKATHIST
9:00am - Divine Liturgy
1:00pm - 3:00pm — Parish Confessions
5:00pm - Panikhida in memory of Bernadine Lazorczyk
5:30pm - Great Vespers

SUNDAY, APRIL 6 - ST. MARY OF EGYPT
9:00am - Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
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Happy birthday to David Baron, who celebrates his
birthday this Saturday. May God grant you good health
and happiness for Many Years! Mnohaja Lita!

Anncuncements

4+ Confessions can be heard after any Vespers or
Akathist service and before the Liturgy of Pre-Sanctified
Gifts (beginning at 6:00 p.m.). They can also be heard
before Divine Liturgy from 8:30 to 8:50am; however, if
you plan to come then, please let Father know the day
before. Parish Confessions is scheduled for Saturday,
April 5 from 1:30 to 3:00p.m. Please arrive by 2:30 p.m.
4 During Lent, Father will be visiting our home-bound
parishioners who are on his list to receive the
Sacraments. If you (or someone you know) have not
been visited in the past and need to receive the
Sacraments at home/residence, please call the Rectory
to make arrangements.

4+ Service books for Great Lent are available for
purchase. Please see Mary Ann Dolak at the coffee hour.
4 NJ Deanery Mission Vespers tonight will be at Holy
Assumption Church in Clifton at 4:00pm.

4 Please note: the joint Pre-Sanctified Liturgy at Ss.
Peter & Paul Church in Passaic this Wednesday, Apr.
2nd js CANCELLED. Instead, there will be Pre-Sanctified
Liturgy in our Church at 9:00am.
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